Pathogenesis of hereditary hemochromatosis.
Hereditary hemochromatosis comprises several inherited disorders of iron homeostasis characterized by increased gastrointestinal iron absorpstion and resultant tissue iron deposition. The identification of HFE and other genes involved in iron metabolism has greatly expanded our understanding of hereditary hemochromatosis. Two major hypotheses have been proposed to explain the pathogenesis of HFE-related hereditary hemochromatosis: the hepcidin hypothesis and the duodenal crypt cell programming hypothesis.